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At the very head of their disappointments will stand those inseparable from the distribution of patronage, that power so dazzling to the expectant dispenser, apparently so easily performed and so fruitful of reciprocal gratification. Whatever hopes they may indulge that their cases will prove an exception to the general rule they will find, in the end, their own experience truly described by Mr. Jefferson when he said that the two happiest days of his life were those of his entrance upon his office and of his surrender of it. The truth of the matter may be stated in a word: whilst to have been deemed worthy by a majority of the People of the United States to fill the office of Chief Magistrate of the Republic is an honor which ought to satisfy the aspirations of the most ambitious citizen, the period of his actual possession of its powers and performance of its duties is and must, from the nature of things, always be, to a right minded man one of toilsome and anxious probation.
In these opinions and feelings I had become more than ever confirmed before the termination of my voyage. Under their influence I resolved to limit my future public life to a residence for a "few years at the Court to which I was accredited, in the performance of public duties entirely congenial with my habits and disposition, and which I hoped to make useful to my Country and creditable to myself, and after their expiration to return to my home, if permitted by Providence and to the pursuits in which my last years have been employed and from which I have derived more true happiness than I have ever before enjoyed. It was in the full belief that such was to be the chart of my future life that I landed in England and with such views I would, in all probability, have returned to my native land but for a transaction already alluded to and which will unavoidably become the subject of further comment hereafter.
My reception by the King and his Ministers was cordial—as it then appeared to me, particularly so. But the latter impression is not uncommon on the ininds of our Ministers arriving at European Courts. Removed as we are from the rivalries and consequent jealousies and, in some cases, ill will which are always more or less affecting their relation with each other, they have more seldom reason to qualify the exhibition of entire cordiality in the reception •of our diplomatic representatives. In England this is perhaps especially the case, and I doubt whether in any other Country the great body of the people enter as largely into the policy of their Government by exertions to produce upon the representatives of foreign •Governments favorable impressions towards their own. In addition to the good dispositions thus common and creditable to the Govern-

